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Dear Friends in Christ,

Last mont hds series
Rockets and Lakers provided metaphors
for church life i not the least of which

is a team that plays well together by
keeping egos in check and forgoing
personal acclaim is far more appealing
than a super star player supported by a
collection of talented individuals. |
believe we, at Kinsmen, are far more
ORocket I iked than

Music Ministry Weekend was an
exampl e. I didndt
10-year-old friend, Grace Merkel, what
she was thinking during our Music
Ministry Weekend services like | did on

Rocket like

Easter, but if | had, my guess is that she
would say again, d am thinking this is
good. Hwas a great Sunday! The
three Sunday services were illustrative
of intergenerational, passionate and
inspirational worship. The children read
extremely well and the choirs, praise
team and sound team were quite
exceptional fi as a result the worship
services are much improved over a year
ago.

Just as roles constantly change during a
Rockets season, roles are changing on
staff, also. Elizabeth LeMay, who has
done outstanding work with the

Alleluia Choir, Fine Arts Series, two
adult bell choirs and worship design

g and planning will be teaching fulltime

this fall. Beginning in August, Elizabeth
will only be directing the Alleluia Choir
and coordinating and planning

traditional music and the 2009 - 2010
Fine Arts Series. If you know of a gifted
adult bell choir director, please have
them submit their resume to
jalvestad@kinsmenlutheran.org.

At this writing, our principal exterior
sign is to be installed June 3! As funds
become available, we hope to improve
exterior and interior signage with a
more consistent look.

Summer is here, Camp Hope and
Kinsmen University begin shortly and
Sunday breakfast and worship
continue! See you in the Sanctuary.

In Christ,

o 2

Jeffery Alvestad

snashots

The Tuesday Ringers are
all smiles as they work
on their May 31 musical
piece.

The Kinsmen Brass performed during Music Ministry Sunday, May 1%7.

Kinsmen Kids look forward to Chapel each week.
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Give me a sign, oh lord!

ltds welcoming,
educational It ds
provides 24/7 advertising. And on June
3, itds coming to

Houston-based National Signs has been
hired to build and install a new LED
message center sign. The sign,
complete with the new church logo,

will replace the old monument sign. It

is being purchased with funds from the
Sight and Sound fundraiser.

On May 12, Pastor Jeff Alvestad, Susan
Converse, Bob Fox and Jimmy Meyer
took a site visit at National Signs where

they received a walk through on how
signs are fabricated from start to finish.

i nv i fHeyalgo wewat the Kinsmen sign,
e which was beingneanstrutted iatthe a n d

time.

Hrie %%v'%ign will enhance the church
grounds; communicate multiple, brief
but significant messages to members
and the community; and encourage
newcomers to visit Kinsmen and see
what the church has to offer.

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE

When the Kinsmen congregation was
informed the church would be
purchasing a new outdoor sign,
member Jimmy Meyer knew just what
to do with the present one. Meyer
phoned his sister, who serves as
organist for Immanuel Lutheran
Church, in Posey, Texas. The church
had been looking for a donated sign for
several years.

Immanuel Lutheran Church was
established in 1911. Their first worship
services were held
and conducted in German until 1934. It
was at this time the purely German
Lutheran Church was becoming an

American Lutheran Church. Over the
years, although the town of Posey has
become a dispersed rural community,
the church has remained.

Il mmanuel me mber s, inclu
brother -in-law, traveled to Houston on

June 1 to pick up the Kinsmen sign and

take it to its new home.

0l was baptized, confir
at | mmanuel Lutheran, 6
0To know that the Kinsm
have another I|ife is ju

Today, we live in a world where people

are encouraged to reduce, reuse and
recycle. Kinsmen is happy not only to
extend the life of their old sign, but also
reduce the local landfill as well.

| recently heard that
a photo of the

7 Kinsmen bus was
published in Yeager
El ement ary
yearbook. The picture was probably
snapped transporting children to or
from the Before and After School
Kinsmen ministry. | wonder what those
who view the photo will think when
they see the name Kinsmen. Will they
have positive or negative feelings or
will they feel indifferent?

Our brand is part of the way we
communicate to our community. It is
one of many ways we share who we
are and who we are growing to be. |
hope you can see in our new brand
how we are rooted in faith and relevant
to life. Rooted in faith because, central

Brand. New.

l(h
Kinsmen. 0

to the logo, is the cross of Jesus and the
cross is central to all we are and all we
do. | hope you can see echoes of

Lut herds Rose

in the Christian church. But | hope you
also can see clearly the image of leaves
and growth. Kinsmen is surrounded by
growing trees that are a constant
reminder that because our roots are
deep, our potential for growth is great.
That while we are rooted deep in our
faith, we are constantly looking for

ways to share the Gospel in the relevant
lives of those who surround us.

We hope our new brand captures this
image of Kinsmen fi rooted in faith,
relevant to life.

But what will people think of when
they see the Kinsmen name and brand

becaus
S debpattwdugh shis reforming movement

= Kinsmen

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rooted in Faith. Relevant to Life.

in Yeager yearbook, in the
neighborhood and in mailings? My
hope is that a year or two from now
they will see our new brand and know
we are the church that truly listens to
the community. | hope they will see our
brand and know that we are the
church the cares about the people who
surround us. | hope they will see our
brand and know that we are the
church that thinks their lives are
relevant because all of our lives have
been made relevant by the good news
of Jesus Christ.

Peace in Christ,
Oj%@%

Mark England
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Sharing Grace Found in Katy, Texas

On May 9, members of Wendt . oBut it's
Wendt Small Group volunteered at the the most enjoyment from the

Krause Chil dgnplatéfer Ce afternooniit he adul ts o
youth ages 11 - 17 who have been Krause Childrends

removed from their homes because of
extreme physical, emotional and sexual
abuse. Volunteers took the church bus,
driven by Jason Lockhart, out to the
facility in Katy, Texas, where they spent
three hours
with the
children
eating pizza
and playing
board games.

ol woul
some
adventurous
service took
place, said
Delores

owned and operated by Lutheran
Social Services, is always looking for

volunteers. For more information, visit |¢
www.krausechildrenscenter.org.

Do you have a Kinsmen
Sharing Grace
story?

Send it to Susan Emfinger at
semfinger@kinsmenlutheran.org.

Giving made easy

Hold on to your checkbook, because
the collection plate is going electronic.

In an effort to make regular
contributions easier, Kinsmen is pleased
to offer Simply Giving®, another way
for membersd to
offerings. This program is designed to
help congregants conveniently give
their financial contribution through a
pre-authorized withdrawal from a
checking or savings account. Members

gi ve

determine the frequency of their
automatic gift i weekly, semimonthly
or monthly i and their funds are

i mmedi ately
bank account the same day and at no
co§t itotthﬁ ié]dé'vid%alnoathe church.
Please consider Simply Giving®. It will
create convenient giving, ease financial
accounting and continue cash flow
during difficult summer months.

For additional information, contact

deposite

Susan Converse at
sconverse@kinsmenlutheran.org or
281-444-3127, ext. 17.

To sign up for this program, please pick
up an enrollment form at the church
office or download a copy at
https://www.thrivent.com/community/
files/Individual_Enrollment_Form.pdf.
Completed forms should be submitted
to the church office.

JUNE Noisy Offering to AID disabled

REACH UNLIMITED

Houston, TX 77070
281-469-8058
reachunlimited.org

" 12777 Jones Rd., Ste. 103

On June 13 & 14, monies will be
collected at all worship services to
benefit Reach Unlimited.

This nonprofit provides the most
comprehensive programs and services
for persons with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in greater
northwest Houston. It offers continuing
education, group living, community
service, spiritual development,
independent living and more.

GLIMPSES OF GRACE

May Noisy Offering

Krause Childrends6@ent er
May Synod/ELCA $8,605.00
May TOTAL $12,751.00
2009 TOTAL $60,778.50
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Camp hope looks for support, fun time

MENTORS (\ stay and help decorate the church brushes (small); paper (colored, white,
NEEDED CN‘I‘?‘ in preparation f or butcher, card stock, computer,
Interested in ﬂ/ arrival. All members, even if not construction, felt); pipe cleaners; play
helping with \m cooks, are encouraged to bring dough; poster board (red, white); PVC
Camp Hope? \) something. Before the 11 a.m. pipe; peppermint candy; pillow cases;
Adult mentors vj service, there will be helpers pillow stuffing; popsicle sticks; ribbon;,
are needed to collecting food items in the kitchen school glue; scissors; scotch tape,
assist youth and placing them in the Sharpies®; shaving cream; sidewalk
leaders fi refrigerator or oven as directed. chalk; spray paint (gold); staplers; string

or plastic thread (various colors); tennis
balls; tube socks; used keys; water cups;
water toys; wooden clothes pins; and
yarn balls. These supplies are being

sharing
experience, offering encouragement
and staying on track.

Contact Dolores Wendt at
lwendt@comcast.com or Lynnae Schatz
at Ischatz@kinsmenlutheran.org or

oODuring hectic times 281«&44;31@%,1 a@xto43, formorea huge collected in the Narthex.
help and very val uablinfermationst at ed Evan Sponsorships are also available for
Qgﬂgﬁ&%&? served as a youth Food Assignments by Last Name $130, which includes a week of camp

A - |: Dessert and before and after care for a needy
If you are interested in working with camper.
one of these youths, contact Pastor J-R: Side Dish
Mark England at 281-444-3127, ext. 24, S-Z: Meat Dish
or mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org. NOT TOO LATE TO PARTICPATE

June29-July 2: o0Call of th
POTLUCK LUNCHEON TO KICK OFF ggrﬁ);il:)lfssa\:\gigelalesd-rto ensure that July6-10:@orn to be Wildo
CAMP HOPE campers have the best experience July 13 - July 17: éValking on the Wild
An old fashioned, potluck luncheon will possible. Sideo
be held on June 28 at 12 p.m. to help .
kick off the 2009 Camp Hope -0 | t 6 s ARequestlist: balloons; beach balls; Weekly fees are $80 per child, with
Jungle Out There. o buckets (assorted sizes); building blocks;  pefore and after care available at $25
] ) candles (large white); cardboard circles; each.

Members are asked to bring a dish of cloth markers; colored pencils; crayons;
food to share that will serve at least fabric markers; fabric scissors; fleece For information, contact Gundi Talbert
eight people and a jungle -theme djungle patterndé clo at gtalbert@kinsmenlutheran.org_ or
decoration that can be used to adorn a inflatable pools; key rings; magazines; 281-444-3127, ext. 35. Please visit the
room or the halls during Camp Hope. magnifying glass; manila file folders; chu_rch o_fﬂce or Kinsmen Web site for a
After lunch, everyone is encouraged to markers; matzo; newspaper; paint registration form.

Stay busy in june at ksu

Kinsmen Summer experience, but can it be a spiritual Development, Family Findings and
\ / University (KSU) experience, too? Instructors Pastor Familiarization with the Family History
\ will be held June Mark England and Ben Remmert, Center.

10, 17 an.d 24 together with th(_e class, will shar_e Evan Anderson. Zach Menk and Steven

= from 7 -8:30 p.m. thoughts on various aspects of film and . o )

\ . S Pate will oversee activities for those kids,

Join in the fun of spirituality.
learning age 12 and under, whose parents are

Marathon Training students in a KSU class.
Thinking about participating in next
year s Houston marat

something old or something new.
Courses offered include: Registration forms may be found at the

Welcome Center in the Narthex.

Beginning Stained Glass instructor Andy Chow jump start your
. - Contact Lynnae Schatz at
Kathy Peterson and Dolores Wendt will training. Walkers and runners are ;
teach the basics of copper foil and lead encouraged to attend Ischatz@kinsmenlutheran.org or
channel stained Iassch())nstruction ° ' 281-444-2127, ext. 43, for more
9 ) Researching Your Family History information.
God and the Movies Tony Roeger will lead topics including

Watching movies can be a magical an overview of Family History
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The best of the rest

SCOUTS REPORT

The beginning of June marks the end of
the scouting year and the beginning of
a new one. Starting June 1, Scouts can
begin working on requirements for

their new rank, which they were
promoted to at the end of May.

Summer activities give the scouts the
opportunity to earn activity belt loops/
pins and electives within their ranks.
Although the Pack does not have
meetings during the summer, they do
stay busy. Summer activities include an
end-of-year party on June 6, the
neighborhood July Fourth parade, a
rocket day and district events like Rain
Gutter Regatta and BB Guns/Archery.

For information or questions about
scouting, please email
pack440@comcast.net.

CHILDREN'S FALL MUSICAL

Looking for all kindergarten through

8th grade students interested in music
and the arts. Rehearsals for the 2009
fall musical will begin the week of
August 17 -21. Watch for more details
in the coming weeks. Contact Lynnae
Schatz at Ischatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
or 281-444-3127, ext. 43, for more
information.

ROOT, ROOT, ROOT FOR THE ASTROS

Lutheran Social Services Night with the
Astros is Saturday, July 25, as the home
team hosts the New York Mets at
Minute Maid Park at 6:05 p.m.
Discounted ticket prices are Field Boxes:
$23; Bullpen Boxes: $16; Mezzanine:
$13; View Deck I|: $10; and View Deck I
$8. The Kinsmen bus will be available
for transportation. Contact Lynnae
Schatz at Ischatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
or 281-444-3127, ext. 43, if interested in
purchasing a ticket.

OPEN HOUSE INVITATION

The Village at Gleannloch Farms,
northwest Houstonds
continuing care retirement community,
will host a grand opening event June
18 from 2 -5 p.m. The public is

wel come to enjoy

hor s

discover all the housing possibilities
available for seniors. Contact Kathy
Martin at 281-430-4922 for more
information.

CALLING ALL GOLFERS

Itds not too | ate
oTomorrowds Child
Forest Country Club in Houston. This
event wil/ benef it
Center in Katy, Texas. For sponsorship
information or to register to play, visit
www.krausechildrenscenter.org. For
more information, contact Diane Covert
at diane.covert@I|sss.org or
713-557-3802.

GODdS GLOBAL
Thanks be to God! The Kinsmen
Sunday school purchased two chicks,
two pigs, one cow, one fish, one goat
and one turkey in support of the
Evangelical
World Hunger Appeal. The 2009 spring
total was $830. Through this generous
gift, Sunday school is a witness to the
joy that hope brings. Thank you for
sharing grace.

CLASS IS IN SESSION

An AARP Driver Safety Program class
will be held at Kinsmen on June 27
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. This session is
designed for
may be attended by anyone 25 years or
older. It cannot, however, be used in
dismissal of a moving violation ticket.
The cost of the class is $12 per person
(AARP member) and $14 for
non-members. For additional
information or to register, please
contact the church office.

SENIOR ADULT& SUMMER FUN!
Friday, June 12, the Senior Adults will
be one of the first groups in Houston to
see the TerraCotta Soldiers at the
Houston Museum of Natural Science.
The bus will leave the church at 9 a.m.
EEst¥ette trip is $15 per person, not
including lunch. Reservation deadline is
June 10. ContactPeggy: 281-469-1372;

Héléne: 281-444-7948 or Grace:
dd oeuvresd and

Lut her an

0season

281-440-4213. Please do not make
reservations by voice mail; speak to one
of these ladies personally.

SAY CHEESE
Photographers are needed for a new

t o pictorial directory. If interested, please 1 5
G o contact Lynnae Schatz at

Ischatz@kinsmenlutheran.org or

K 281-444-3126, ext. 43.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Do we have your correct mailing and

e-mail address? Contact Julie Hughes at

jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org or
281-444-3127, ext. 10, if you recently
had a change. Kinsmen wants all its

B ARNY A R members to stay informed.

DREAM. HOPE. REACH. BELIEVE.
Kinsmen recognizes its recent high
school and college graduates:
Stephanie Abt, Klein High School; Nolan
Blue, Texas Tech University; Danielle
Colson, CyWoods High School; Jennifer
Fretwell, Concordia University Texas;
Eric Hanson, Tomball High School;
Amber Holzman, Cypress Creek High
School; Sara Hutchinson, Klein Forest
High School; Corey Klein, CyFair High
School; Chris Malachosky, Klein High
School; Phillip Mataway, The University
of Texas at Austin; Ryan McAuliffe,
Texas Tech University; and Josh Menk,
Texas A&M University. Congratulations
and best wishes.

WELCOME TO THE TEAM

Kinsmen is pleased to announce that
Stefanie Gibbons has been hired as
Coordinator of Chi
Stefanie replaces Lynnae Schatz, who
has been named Director of
Congregational Life. Please join us in
congratulating these two on their new
positions.

JUNE 21:
The greatest gift | ever had
Came from God; | call him Dad!

Kinsmen wishes all our dads a happy

and bl essed Fatherds

| drend

I TS YOUR DAY,

Day
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‘JLIHS

[ D). .,
Dirthdays

Betty Liveringhouse 6/1 Jacob Jyrkama 6/11 Richard Jones 6/21
Linda Galow 6/1 Chelsea Niemuth 6/11 Judy Osmon 6/21
Lee Henry 6/1 Lori Van Deilen 6/11 Natalie Schroeder 6/21
William Moseley 6/2 Louis Heppner 6/12 Dorcas Staff 6/22
Nathan Pierce 6/2 Mechelle Vindiola 6/12 Alfred Schoof 6/22
Christopher McCoy 6/2 Alice Stehn 6/12 Pat Howard 6/23
June Malachosky 6/2 Elizabeth Grobe 6/13 Carolyn Schulze 6/23
Linda Ritchey 6/3 Lauren Grobe 6/13 Garrett Rodriguez 6/23
Andrew Schensted 6/3 Scott Benesh 6/13 Joel Wehring 6/24
Larry Liveringhouse 6/3 Vanessa Montalvo 6/13 Linda Adams 6/24
Colgan Nash 6/3 Elizabeth Acosta 6/13 Donald Sander 6/24
Jeff Johnston 6/4 Brett Sisman 6/13 Jimmy Meyer 6/24
John Sullivan 6/4 Cynthia Orosco 6/13 Eleanora Meyer 6/25
Rachel Gros 6/4 Riley Reder 6/14 Jessica Fretwell 6/25
Corley Twidwell 6/4 Kathy Hanson 6/15 Nanette Wittenberg 6/25
Eric Heggenseth 6/4 Dee Perry 6/15 Keith Froebel 6/26
Jason Wehring 6/4 Jay Weber 6/15 Patti Suler 6/26
Michael Lyons 6/4 Linda Sell 6/15 Phyllis Carrier 6/26
Tom Mataway 6/4 Rebecca Jones 6/15 Deanna McClure 6/26
Amy Temple 6/5 Donald Mengel 6/17 Clay Jacobs 6/26
Kaylie Mims 6/6 Marion Schlotterbeck 6/17 Connor Matson 6/26
Michael Hart 6/6 Richard Kregel 6/18 David Mulkey 6/27
Anna Nona 6/6 Amanda Spiegelman 6/18 Scott Williams 6/27
Jonathan Laing 6/7 Kyle Moseley 6/18 Rachel Ashmore 6/28
Kerri Moore 6/7 Kendall Carlton 6/18 Peter Abt 6/28
Stephanie Patton 6/8 Josef Cobb 6/18 Corey Monrad 6/28
Wendy Young 6/8 Michelle Hudson 6/19 Eric Wietstruck 6/28
Matthew Groth 6/8 Ann Jones 6/19 Kylie Dankert 6/27
Ryan McAuliffe 6/9 Allison Freeman 6/19 John Jacobi 6/28
Paul Weber 6/9 Carly Miller 6/20 Kiira Sisman 6/28
Donald Dunshee 6/9 Steve Greene 6/20 Virginia Huff 6/28
Jace Bryant 6/9 Debbie Fortenbach 6/20 Michael Morgan 6/29
Josie Coote 6/10 Melody Ashmore 6/20 Mol | 'y OG6 Do nn &/29l
Kirk Rovang 6/10 Suzanne Schwark 6/20 Cody Miller 6/30
Meg Henderson 6/10 Elizabeth Brown 6/20 Brian Wells 6/30
Freddie Kaase 6/11 Todd Bryant 6/20 Nova Hodges 6/30
William Oberly 6/11 Noah Scott 6/21

Jill Williams 6/11 Forrest Westbrook 6/21

*This list is compiled from church records.

If your name is missing or the information is incorrect, please notify the church office.
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Lutheran A

Camyp [Hope Stali’

We are very excited about working with everyone at Camp Hope this year, especially
with our theme, Altbdéds a Jungle Out There
Health Form, Covenant and Individual Registration Form (Base Camp only). Please
complete the forms and bring them with you to training. Also, Paid Staff will need to fill
out a W-4 and an I-9 form. These will be provided for you before the beginning of Camp
Hope.

BASE CAMP TRAINING AT LUTHERHILL
Speaking of training, as you know we are going to Lutherhill for Base Camp Training June 5 - 7. At Base Camp, we will
|l earn the Camp Hope curriculum, how to teach children abou
Lutheran Church at 8 a.m. on Friday, June 5 . We will load the bus and be on our way to Lutherhill. Base Camp
Training is designed to provide a strong leadership academy for both new and returning staff. Training will begin at noon
on Friday with lunch (included) and end on Sunday at 1:00 p.m. after lunch. On Sunday, we will be returning to
Kinsmen by 4 p.m. Please bring: Camp Hope Binder/Curriculum (you will receive this at training), Bible, pen/pencil,
health forms, individual registration form, covenant, comfortable clothes, sleeping clothes, bedding (sleeping bag, pillow,
sheets, etc.), toiletries, swimsuit, towel, spending money, bug spray and sunscreen.

GRACE TRAINING
Grace Training is a make-up training event for paid staff. This is made available through the grace of the Camp
Manager and Program Interns. They set the time and date of this training. Grace Training will be at Kinsmen and last
two days.

SUPPORT STAFF TRAINING
Support Staff Training will be here at Kinsmen on Sunday, June 14. We will meet for worship at 9:30 a.m. and training
will follow until 6 p.m. Bring your own lunch.

ALL STAFF POTLUCK LUNCHEON
On Sunday, June 28, we will be joining members of Kinsmen for a Camp Hope Kick-off Luncheon. Following the lunch,
we will be Ajunglizingdo Kinsmen. Pl ease bring a potluck o
campus.

Please do not hesitate to call, e-mail or message on our Facebook group (Kinsmen Camp Hope 2009).
Take care, God bless and | etbés make 2009 another great yeas

Zach Menk

Camp Manager
Cell: 832-721-4442
zmenk@tamu.edu

Steven Pate Evan Anderson
Program Intern Program Intern
Cell: 713-446-2818 Cell: 713-376-3311

cone0O@hotmail.com evan_anderson@baylor.edu
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Jr. High Youth

CONFIRMATION CAMP AN

. . . - . —
Calling all campers! Confirmation Camp at Lutherhill is June 21 - 26. We will

be meeting June 21 at 12:30 p.m. in the Kinsmen front parking lot to pack the LUTH E P\ H l L L

bus and leave at 1 p.m. Please eat lunch beforehand. We will be returning to MINISTRIES
Kinsmen between 6:30 and 7 p.m. on June 26. The list below can be used to
help with packing.

All those attending should have received, either by e-mail or U.S. mail, a document from Lutherhill that includes
forms necessary for camp registration and some other helpful hints for camp.

Campers will need the Transportation and Camper Release Forms and Health Form (sponsors also need the
Health Form) in order to board the bus.

Questions about Confirmation Camp? Contact Pastor Mark (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org).

WHAT TO BRING? WHAT S NI CE TO DO NOT BRING
Bible Lightweight Jacket Cell Phone
T-shirts, Shorts, Socks Western Clothes flGameB&ar n Dance
Closed-toe Walking Shoes Money for Hillside Store Souvenirs | iPod/MP3 Player
Hat Money for Closing Worship Offering | Electronics
Sunscreen Rain Gear Candy/Snacks
Swim Suit Camera Knives/Weapons
Towels 1 Bath/1 Beach Stationery Pets
Toiletries Stamps Sports Equipment
Flashlight Sunglasses Tobacco
Insect Repellent Drugs
Sheets/Sleeping Bag/Pillow Alcohol
TRANSPORTATION FORM
HEALTH FORM
RELEASE FORM
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Sr. High Youth

What happens in New Orleans doesndét stay

New Orleans!

The purpose of the 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering is to practice living into
Godds mission of redemption and r
the Gathering, Kinsmen youth will join 35,000 other Lutheran youth in
practicing adventurous service.

We wi | | return home with a heightened attentiveness to
community and the world.

Literacy: Reading and writing are power for life!
While at the National Youth Gathering, we will learn more about our chosen interest area of literacy.

ltds no accident that in the Bible we read about -ZHddfés
you love to read and wish that every person 8 young and old 8 had access to the wisdom and imagination of books, or
if you enjoy writing and want everyone to be able to express themselves, this is for you. We will learn about the literacy
realities in our own community, discover what is going on in New Orleans right now and join others in making literacy a
priority for children, youth and adults.

Literacy projects in New Orleans will range from being trained and leading one-day reading fairs, cleaning up libraries,
reading at preschools, advocating for libraries and books in communities of poverty to supporting ESL (English as a
Second Language) programs and much more. We will be sent back into our own community to improve literacy at home
and across the world.

A DAY IN OUR GATHERING LIFE

A typical day at the Gathering includes music, worship, Bible reading, community service, learning, playing, praying,
meeting people, laughing, singing with thousands in the Louisiana Superdome, dancing, listening to stories of life and
faith, sharing your faith in Christ, stretching your faith, exploring New Orleans and remembering your baptism.

Eat, sleep and repeat ... yet each day is new and different!

And get ready to walk! We are going to be walking a lot because we have a lot to see, experience and do! We will be
walking between our hotel, the convention center, the Superdome and back again. We will be walking to Gathering
Hotel clubs, around the huge Interaction Center and other exciting places. Getting ready for the Gathering means
getting in shape, too.

While at the Gathering, we will be staying at the historic Pelham Hotel, located at 444 Common Street. Their Web site is
www.thepelhamhotel.com.

Learn more about the Gathering at
www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Y outh-Ministry/Y outh-Gathering.aspx.

Go o

wor
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